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CoborAnd la originile protoistorice ale

poporului romAn, cetdlile dacice din Munlii

Ordgtiei, in sud-vestul Transilvaniei, de

la Grddigtea de Munte gi de la Costegti

(Cetdluie gi Blidaru), de la Piatra Rogie,

CdpAlna gi Binila, infdligeazd, intr-un sit

natural grandios, imaginea unei civilizalii

dispdrute pe care toli iubitorii de istorie

gi de artd anticd o pot descoperi in

reliefurile sculptate ale faimoasei Co-

lumne a luiTraian de la Roma.

$tim tot mai bine cd in secolul I i.H.

gi in cel urmdtor, atunci cAnd, duPi o
lungd pregdtire materiald gi spirituald,

civilizalia dacicd a cunoscut momentul

sdu de particulard inflorire, in regiunile

muntoase ale Ardealului meridional-

apusean, acolo unde minereurile atdt de

necesare pentru arme gi unelte se giseau

din belgug, unde condifiile naturale

permiteau retragerea cond ucdtori lor daci

in caz de primejdie, ca gi controlarea de

la depdrtare a unor zone mai intinse ce

legau Europa Centrald cu gurile Dundrii

gi cu Marea NeagrS, s-a constituit,

pentru doud secole, centrul militar,

politic ai religios al celei mai mari pd(i

din lumea geto-dacicd. Aceasta era

dominatd de figuri ,,regale" ca Burebista

(cca 82-44 i.H.) qi Decebal (cca 87-

106), personalitdli proeminente ale

lumii europene barbare de dincolo de

hotarele Romei republicane gi imperiale,



sontemporani gi adversari ai unor Cezar

si Traian, conducdtori a cdror autoritate

s-a intins, deopotriva, asupra cellilor
: r pdrtile Slovaciei gi asupra cetdlilor

;'eceqti din Pontul StAng (Histria, Tomis,

3allatis). Prin acestea din urmd unele

':'rne $i tehnici de arhitecturd elenisticd

:- patruns, impreund cu megteri greci gi

':nani. pAnd in Munlii Oriqtiei gi in alte

: -:^cte ale lantului carpatic, aducdndu-gi,

l:s eur. contributia la inillarea acestor

-: r natoare sanctuare gi cetdli ce

-.:^slituie o culme in arhitectura Europei
:: a sfArgitul epociifierului. O asemenea

=-^:ecturi regald", exprimAnd prin

-:e'ea gi severitatea intru cAtva arhaicd
.: umelor ei fo(a unui stat tAndr gi

- Ce resurse, mogtenitor al unor
-:::ii protoistorice gi al unor experienle
::- stice ce ajunseseri la o deosebit de
"-3rijitd 

utilizare a marilor blocuri regulate

:e piatra, este cea care a dat nagtere, pe

:e"asele inaltelor coline impddurite, unui
s stem de cetdli gi bastioane, turnuri gi

sarctuare concepute grandios, intr-un
:^ p ce aminteqte viziunea megaliticd

: altor zone ale Europei strdvechi,
'-:r-un decor natural de o mare gi gravd
*JmUsete.

I jurile lipsite de orice decol dovedind

: conceplie monumentala monoliticd gi

s:cri, alcdtuite intr-o tehnici speciald ce

a 9i primit denumirea de opus dacicum,
:r blocuri de piatrd de calcar legate prin

:'nzi de lemn, conturau incinte poligonale

arintind de Sudul grecesc, dar gi

a:aptate traseelor mai accidentate de pe
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Sarmizegefusa Regia, drum Pavat
Sarmizqetusa Regia, route Pav6e
Sarmizegetusa Regia, paved road

terasele carpatine, sceri monumentale

de piatrd, cisterne gi turnuri, in sfArgit,

sanctuare circulare gi dreptunghiulare,

compuse din giruri de stAlpi de lemn

imbricaliin plSci de teracotd, dispugi in

funclie de anume calcule matematice 9i

astronomice remarcabile. Ele fac, toate,

dovada unei concepfii constructive clare,

,,statale", a unui efort tehnic de mare

anvergurd, a unei viziuni estetice simple

gi monumentale, inrudite oarecum cu

spiritul geometrizant gi abstract al unor

LES CITES DACIQUES

Aux origines protohistoriques du peuple

roumain, les cit6s daciques des Monts

d'Ordgtie, au sud-ouest de la Transylvanie,

celles de Grddigtea de Munte et de Cos-

tegti (Cetdluie et Blidaru), de Piatra Rogie,

CdpAlna et Bdnila pr6sentent, dans un site

naturel grandiose, l'image d'une civilisation

disparue que tous les amateurs d'histoire

et d'art anciens peuvent d6couvrir dans

les bas-reliefs sculpt6s sur la fameuse

Colonne trajane, d Rome.

On sait, toujours mieux, qu'au l"' sidcle

av. J.-C. et au cours du sidcle suivant,

dr l'6poque ou, aprds une longue Pr6-

paration mat6rielle et spirituelle, la civi-

lisation dacique a connu son moment

d'essor impressionnant, dans les 169ions

montagneuses de l'Ardeal (Transylvanie)

m6ridional-occidental, l2r ou les minerais

tellement n6cessaires pour les armes et

les outils se trouvaient en abondance,

megteguguri dacice; se inscriu astfel

printre realizdrile cele mai importante ale

unei arte in care tradiliile protoistorice

locale se intAlnesc cu cele ale lumii

greco-romane, in preziua transformdrii

unei mari pd(i a pdmAnturilor de la
Carpa[i, Dundre gi Marea Neagrd in
provincii ale celui mai intins imperiu din

Antichitate.

DES MoNTS o,ORASTIE

oi les conditions naturelles permettaient le

retrait des chefs daces en cas de danger,

tout comme le contrOle d distance des

zones plus etendues qui reliaient l'Europe

centrale aux bouches du Danube et d la
mer Noire, le centre militaire, politique

et religieux de la plus grande partie du

monde g6to-dacique s'est constitu6 pour

deux sidcles. Ce monde 6tait domin6

par des figures < royales > telles que

Burebista (env. 82-44 av. J.-C.) et Decebal

(env. B7-106), personnalit6s importantes

du monde europ6en barbare d l'ext6rieur

des frontidres de la Rome republicaine et

imp6riale, contemporains et adversaires

des empereurs comme C6sar et Trajan,

chefs dont l'autorite s'est 6galement

6tendue sur les Celtes du c6t6 de la

Slovaquie et sur les cit6s grecques du

Pont Gauche (Histria, Tomis, Callatis).

Par l'interm6diaire de ces dernidres, certai-

nes formes et iechniques d'architecture

Sarmizegetusa Regia, murus dacicus
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^ellenistique ont p6n6tr6, avec les maitres

J'ecs et romains, jusqu'aux monts
: Crigtie et en d'autres lieux de la chaine

=patique, contribuant 6videmment d la

:cnstruction des imposants sanctuaires

s: Ces cites qui constituent un sommet
:ans l'architecture europ6enne dr la fin
ee l'age du fer. Une telle < arhitecture
':'yale >, exprimant grAce au pouvoir et

a a sev6rit6 des volumes, en quelque
p,1e archalque, la force d'un Etat jeune et

:ren de ressources, h6ritier des traditions

:rc,tohistoriques et des exp6riences hel16-

^xs0ques qui 6taient parvenues a un
l:rl soign6 emploi des grands blocs de

:r€{re. de forme r6guliere, est celle qui a
a-,gendre, sur les terrasses des hautes
:c'rirnes bois6es, un systdme de cit6s et
:astions, de tours et sanctuaires, congus
lar'ls une vision grandiose qui fait renvoi a
e 'srsion m6galithique pr6sente en autres
rer.x de l'Europe ancienne, dans un d6cor
-alurel d'une grande et grave beaut6.

-es murailles d6pourvues de tout decor,

seon une conception monumentale mo-
-'3rthique et sobre, bAties d'apres une
'rsnnique sp6ciale appel6e opus dacicum,

a ade des blocs de calcaire rattach6s par

res poutres de bois, tragaient le contour
3es enceintes polygonales pareilles

a celles du sud grec, mais adapt6es
a-ssi aux trac6s plus accident6s des
trrasses carpatiques, avec les escaliers

-onumentaux de pierre, les citernes et
{s tours, enfin, les sanctuaires circulaires
* rectangulaires, compos6s de rang6es
ee piliers en bois rev6tus de plaques

de terre cuite, dispos6s en fonction de

calculs math6matiques et astronomiques

remarquables. lls t6moignent, tous, d'une

conception architectonique claire, < 6ta-

tique >>, d'un effort technique de gran-

de envergure, d'une vision esth6tique

simple et monumentale, apparent6e en

quelque mesure dr I'esprit g6om6trisant

et abstrait des m6tiers daciques ; ainsi, ils

s'inscrivent parmi les accomplissements

de premier ordre d'un art qui marie les

traditions protohistoriques locales avec

celles du monde gr6co-romain, d la veille

de la transformation d'une grande partie

des terres des Carpates, du Danube et de

la mer Noire en provinces appartenant au

plus 6tendu empire de l'Antiquite.

Sarmizegetusa Regia,
detaliu din sanctuarul rectangular
Sarmizegetusa Regia,
d6tail du sanctuaire rectangulaire
Sarmizegetusa Regia,
detail of the rectangular sanctuary



THE DACIAN FORTRESSES

Going back to the protohistoric origins

of the Romanian people, the Dacian

fortresses in the Ordgtie Mountains,

south-western Transylvania, from Grddi-

gtea de Munte and Costegti (Cetdluie

and Blidaru), from Piatra Rogie,

Cdpilna and Bdnila which are seated

in a gorgeous natural location reveal the

image of a lost civilisation, which may be

completed by those interested in antique

history and arts with the carved reliefs

of the famous Column of Trajan from

Rome.

We now know that when the Dacian

civilisation in the 1st century BC, as well

as in the next one, after a long period of

preparation, both material and spiritual,

met a time of particular flourishing, the

military, political, and religious centre of

the largest part of the Dacian world was

placed for two centuries in the mountain

regions of south-western Transylvania,

which abounded in ores, so necessary

for weapons and tools, and where the

natural background allowed the retreat

of the Dacian commanders in case

of danger, as well as the control from

the distance of larger areas, which

connected Central Europe with the

mouths of the Danube and the Black

Sea. The royal figures that dominated

this world by then, such as Burebista

(cica 82-44 BC) and Decebalus (circa

87-106), prominent personalities of
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the barbarian European world from

beyond the republican and imperial

boundaries of Rome, contemporaries

and opponents of Cesar and Trajan,

rulers whose authority spread both upon

the Celts in the Slovak area and the

Greek fortresses on the Left Bank (lstria,

Tomis, Callatis). The Greek cities brought

up, together with the Greek and Roman

masters, certain Hellenistic elements

and techniques which pervaded up to
the Origtie Mountains, as well as to
other spots of the Carpathians, thus

contributing to the building of those

imposing sanctuaries and fortified towns

representing a peak in the EuroPe

architecture at the end of the lron Age.

Such a "royal kind of architecture",

expressing by its severe and powerful

volumes, somehow archaic, the force

of a young and resourceful state,

successor of protohistoric traditions

and Hellenistic experiences which had

reached a very elaborate technique in

using the large regular blocks of stone

is the one that initiated, on the terraces

of those forested high hills, a system of

fortresses and strongholds, towers and

sanctuaries, magnificently conceived

in a way that reminds of the megalithic

vision of other areas of old Europe in

a natural scenery of great and solemn

beauty.
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The walls, lacking any decoration,

displaying a monolithic and grave

monumental conception, made up by

means of a special technique which

received the name of opus dacicum

with blocks of lime bound by wooden

beams outlined polygonal enclosures,

suggesting something about the Greek

South, but also adapted to the hilly roads

on the Carpathian terraces, monumental

stairs of stone, reservoirs and towers,

and finally circular and rectangular

sanctuaries made of rows of wooden

pillars covered in terracotta plates,

arranged in accordance with certain

remarkable arithmetic and astronomi-

cal calculations. They all prove a

"national" clear constructive conception,

a tremendous technical effort, and

an aesthetical vision both simple and

monumental, somehow kindred with the

geometrical and abstract spirit of some

of the Dacian crafts; they range among

the first class achievements of an art

where the local protohistoric traditions

meet those of the Roman and Greek

world, before the change of the largest

part of the lands from the Carpathian

Mountains, the Danube River, and the

Black Sea into provinces of the greatest

empire of the Antiquity.

Sarmizegetusa Regia
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(sat Gridigtea de Munte, comuna OrSgtioara de Sus, judelul Hunedoara)

Principala agezare dacicd a zonei - dis-

trusd de romani in 106 -, ,,capitald" a

regatului dac, pusd in legdturi cu muntele

sacru la mre s-a referit geograful antic

Strabon, anume Kogaionon. Centru spi-

ritualal lumiidacice, agezarea comportd o

incintd fortificatS, terase, locuin[e gi sanc-

tuare in zona sacr5. Nucleul citadelei

a fost distrus in doud rAnduri, in timpul

rdzboaielor cu romanii (101-106). Una

dintre zonele cele mai spectaculoase,

nu numai de la Grddigtea, ci din intreaga

artd protoistoricd europeanS, este incinta

sacrd, cu urme ale unor monumente de

mai multe tipuri din secolul I i.H. gi seco-

lul I: sanctuare circulare cu stdlpi din

andezit gi calcar, uneori dispugi mncentric,

sanctuare rectangulare cu baze de coloane

din calcar sau andezit, altare de cult - cum

ar fi aga-numitul ,,soare de andezit", in fapt

o platformd circulard cu 10 dale de andezit

dispuse radiar, legat probabil de credinlele

uraniene ale dacilor (toate au fost distruse

odatd cu cucerirea romand).

S-au descoperit aici urme de locuinle

rectangulare gi circulare, strdzi pavate cu

dale de calcar, ateliere de fierari, de olari,

de sticlari, precum 9i un atelier de bdtut

monedS, bazine de ap5.

Din epoca ocupafiei romane s-au pistrat

unele inscriplii, modificdri ale incinter,

aeezarea devenind un centru dotat cu

terme, prirasit de trupe prin 117-118.
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